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Decorative Finishes
Metallic epoxy, flake systems, quartz broadcast,

and custom colour designs that transform concrete

floors into stunning visual features.
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Q1

What is the price for a two-tone decorative epoxy floor in an Ottawa open-
concept space?

A two-tone decorative epoxy floor in an Ottawa open-concept space typically costs between $8 and $16 per

square foot professionally installed, with most homeowners paying $10 to $14 per square foot for a quality

system. For a 1,000 square foot open-concept area, you're looking at $10,000 to $16,000 total, while a smaller 600

square foot space would run $6,000 to $9,600.

Understanding Two-Tone Decorative Systems

Two-tone decorative epoxy involves applying contrasting colors in patterns, borders, or geometric designs to create

visual interest and define spaces within your open-concept layout. The most common approaches include border

and field designs where a darker color frames the perimeter with a lighter main area, geometric patterns using

tape-off techniques to create squares, diamonds, or custom shapes, and flowing color transitions where colors

blend seamlessly into each other. The complexity of your chosen pattern significantly impacts pricing, with simple

border designs at the lower end and intricate geometric patterns or custom logos pushing costs toward the premium

range.

The 100% solids epoxy system is essential for open-concept residential spaces that see regular foot traffic. This

provides an 8-12 mil thick coating that can handle furniture movement, daily wear, and Ottawa's tracked-in moisture

and salt. Water-based epoxy, while cheaper at $5-8 per square foot, produces a thinner film that won't hold up to

the demands of a main living area. Polyaspartic coatings at $10-16 per square foot offer the fastest cure times

and superior durability, making them ideal when you need to minimize disruption to your living space.

Surface preparation is critical and typically adds $2-4 per square foot to your total cost. Open-concept spaces

often have existing finishes that require complete removal through diamond grinding. The concrete must achieve a

proper surface profile for adhesion, and moisture testing is absolutely essential in Ottawa where basement and

ground-floor slabs frequently have vapor transmission issues that can cause coating failure.

Ottawa's climate considerations are particularly important for open-concept spaces. The application window runs

April through November for spaces without climate control, though most residential open-concept areas maintain

adequate temperature year-round. Humidity control during application and the 5-7 day cure period is crucial -

relative humidity must stay below 85% throughout the process.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for two-tone decorative work over 200 square feet. The color

matching, pattern layout, and timing required to achieve clean lines and consistent coverage demands experienced

application. Most contractors require a 50% deposit with final payment upon completion.
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For your next steps, measure your space accurately and gather inspiration photos of two-tone patterns you like. Get

quotes from at least three contractors, ensuring each includes surface preparation, moisture testing, and a clear

breakdown of materials versus labor costs. You can browse experienced flooring contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to find professionals familiar with decorative epoxy

systems in residential applications.

Q2

How much does a full-room decorative epoxy with custom inlays cost in
Ottawa?

A full-room decorative epoxy with custom inlays in Ottawa typically costs between $12 and $25 per square

foot professionally installed, making a standard 12x20 foot room (240 square feet) range from $2,880 to $6,000.

The wide price range reflects the complexity of custom inlay work, which requires skilled artisans and multiple

application stages.

Understanding Custom Inlay Epoxy Systems

Custom inlays transform ordinary concrete floors into stunning artistic surfaces using embedded materials like

metallic strips, decorative aggregates, glass pieces, or even custom logos and patterns. The process involves

multiple steps: diamond grinding the concrete to create proper profile, applying a base epoxy coat, carefully

positioning and embedding the inlay materials while the epoxy is tacky, applying additional epoxy coats to

encapsulate the inlays, and finishing with a clear protective topcoat system. Ottawa's extreme temperature

swings make proper material selection critical — inlay materials must have similar expansion coefficients to the

epoxy system to prevent cracking during our minus-30 to plus-35 degree temperature cycles.

The most popular custom inlay options in Ottawa include metallic divider strips at $15-18 per square foot, which

create geometric patterns and help manage thermal expansion. Aggregate inlays using local river rock or

coloured glass cost $14-20 per square foot, while custom logo or pattern inlays range from $18-25 per

square foot depending on complexity. Basement applications often incorporate moisture-resistant inlay materials

since Ottawa's high water table and spring snowmelt create challenging moisture conditions even in finished

basements.

Ottawa's continental climate limits application timing significantly. Custom inlay work requires ambient

temperatures between 15-25 degrees Celsius and humidity below 80% throughout the entire multi-day process.

This effectively restricts garage applications to May through October, though basement work in climate-controlled
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spaces can proceed year-round. The extended cure time for thick inlay systems means planning around Ottawa's

unpredictable spring and fall weather patterns.

Professional installation is absolutely essential for custom inlay work. The process requires specialized tools,

artistic skill, and deep understanding of epoxy chemistry. Mistakes in inlay positioning or epoxy timing cannot be

easily corrected and often require complete system removal and restart.

For your custom inlay project, start by gathering inspiration photos and measuring your space accurately. Get

detailed written quotes from at least three experienced decorative concrete contractors, and plan your project timing

around Ottawa's weather patterns. You can browse qualified flooring contractors through the Ottawa Construction

Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to find professionals experienced with decorative epoxy systems.

Q3

How much does a large-format vinyl chip decorative floor cost in an Ottawa
showroom?

Large-format vinyl chip decorative flooring for an Ottawa showroom typically costs between $10 to $16 per

square foot professionally installed, depending on the specific chip size, color complexity, and substrate

condition. This premium decorative system creates a sophisticated, terrazzo-like appearance that's particularly

popular in retail and commercial spaces throughout Ottawa's downtown core and business districts.

Understanding Large-Format Vinyl Chip Systems

Large-format vinyl chips differ significantly from standard residential flake systems. While typical garage floor chips

measure 1/16" to 1/8", large-format decorative chips range from 1/4" to 1/2" in size, creating bold visual patterns

that work exceptionally well in showrooms, retail spaces, and commercial environments. The system typically

involves applying a base coat of 100% solids epoxy, broadcasting the large chips to full coverage (approximately

20-25 pounds per 100 square feet), and sealing with multiple coats of clear polyurethane or polyaspartic topcoat for

durability and gloss.

For a typical 2,000 square foot Ottawa showroom, expect total costs between $20,000 to $32,000 for a

complete large-format chip system. This includes diamond grinding the existing concrete, moisture testing (critical

in Ottawa's climate), base coat application, chip broadcast, and protective topcoats. Premium metallic base coats or

custom color matching can push costs toward the higher end of this range.
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The substrate preparation is particularly important for commercial applications in Ottawa. Showroom floors must

withstand heavy foot traffic, potential chemical exposure from cleaning products, and Ottawa's extreme temperature

fluctuations if the space isn't climate-controlled year-round. Diamond grinding to achieve a concrete surface profile

(CSP) of 3-4 is standard, ensuring maximum adhesion for the base coat system.

Climate considerations are crucial for showroom installations in Ottawa. The application window runs from

April through November for spaces without consistent heating, though climate-controlled showrooms allow year-

round installation. Humidity control during application and cure is essential - relative humidity must stay below 85%

throughout the process. Many Ottawa contractors schedule showroom work during shoulder seasons (late spring or

early fall) to avoid peak summer humidity and ensure optimal curing conditions.

Commercial epoxy flooring doesn't typically require building permits in Ottawa, but showroom renovations

may trigger other code requirements depending on occupancy changes or fire safety modifications. Always confirm

permit requirements with City of Ottawa Building Services by calling 3-1-1, especially if the flooring work is part of a

larger renovation project.

For your showroom project, start by getting detailed quotes from at least three commercial flooring contractors.

Ensure each quote includes substrate preparation, moisture testing, and a complete system specification. You can

browse commercial flooring contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com using the commercial flooring filter to connect with experienced professionals familiar

with Ottawa's commercial coating requirements.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Epoxy Floors. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any epoxy flooring,

concrete coating, or floor resurfacing project. Information is current as of May 3, 2026 and may change. Visit

ottawaepoxyfloors.com for the latest answers.
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