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Q1

What is the cost breakdown between materials and labour for Ottawa epoxy
flooring?

The material-to-labour cost split for Ottawa epoxy flooring typically runs 30-40% materials and 60-70%

labour, reflecting the skill-intensive nature of proper surface preparation and application. This breakdown varies

significantly based on the coating system chosen and the condition of your existing concrete.

For a standard 100% solids epoxy system in a 500-square-foot garage, materials typically cost $1,500 to $2,200

while labour runs $2,500 to $4,000. The materials include primer, base coat, decorative flakes if chosen, and

topcoat. Labour encompasses diamond grinding the concrete surface, crack repair, multiple coating applications,

and cleanup. The higher labour percentage reflects Ottawa's challenging concrete conditions — most garage floors

require extensive preparation due to winter salt damage and freeze-thaw cycles.

Water-based epoxy systems show a different split, with materials around $600 to $1,200 and labour $900 to

$2,300 for the same garage. While the material cost is lower, the labour remains substantial because proper

surface preparation cannot be compromised regardless of coating type. Diamond grinding, moisture testing, and

meticulous application technique are essential for any system to perform in Ottawa's extreme climate.

Polyaspartic coatings represent the premium end, with materials running $1,800 to $3,000 and labour $2,200 to

$4,200. The higher material cost reflects the advanced chemistry of polyaspartic systems, but they offer superior

performance in Ottawa's temperature extremes and faster return to service.

Surface preparation drives much of the labour cost in Ottawa. Concrete floors damaged by road salt often require

diamond grinding to remove the deteriorated surface layer and create proper profile for adhesion. This mechanical

preparation typically accounts for 40-50% of total labour time. Moisture testing, crack repair, and multiple coating

applications make up the remainder.

Climate considerations significantly impact both material and labour costs in Ottawa. Spring applications

often require additional moisture mitigation, increasing both material needs and labour time. The limited application

season from April through November creates higher demand during peak months, which can influence labour rates.

Garage floors that haven't been climate-controlled during winter may need extended drying time before coating,

adding to project duration.

The Ontario Building Code doesn't typically require permits for epoxy coating existing residential floors, keeping

regulatory costs minimal. However, contractors should carry WSIB coverage and adequate liability insurance, costs

that are factored into their labour rates.
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For homeowners considering DIY to save on labour costs, remember that professional surface preparation

equipment like diamond grinders rent for $150-300 per day, and the learning curve is steep. Most DIY failures

occur during surface preparation, not coating application, making professional installation worthwhile for floors over

200 square feet.

To get accurate pricing for your specific project, obtain quotes from multiple contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com, where you can compare material specifications and

labour approaches from experienced local professionals.

Q2

What is the typical deposit amount Ottawa epoxy contractors require before
starting work?

Most Ottawa epoxy flooring contractors require a deposit of 25 to 50 percent of the total project cost before

beginning work, with the exact amount depending on the contractor's policies, project size, and material costs. For

a typical two-car garage epoxy installation costing $3,000 to $5,000, expect to pay between $750 and $2,500

upfront.

The deposit structure varies based on project scope and contractor business practices. Smaller residential

projects under $2,000 often require 25 to 35 percent deposits, while larger commercial installations or high-end

decorative systems may require up to 50 percent. Some contractors split this into a booking deposit (10 to 15

percent) to secure your spot in their schedule, followed by a materials deposit before work begins. This approach is

particularly common during Ottawa's busy epoxy season from April through October when contractors book weeks

in advance.

Material costs drive deposit requirements higher for premium systems. A 100 percent solids epoxy with

metallic finish requires expensive specialty products that contractors must order specifically for your project.

Polyaspartic coatings and commercial-grade urethane topcoats also carry higher material costs, justifying larger

upfront payments. Water-based epoxy projects typically require smaller deposits since materials are less expensive

and more readily available.

Ottawa's seasonal application window influences payment timing. Many contractors collect deposits in late

winter or early spring to secure materials and schedule slots for the prime application season. Spring snowmelt and

moisture concerns mean contractors often need to reschedule based on concrete moisture levels, so deposits help

maintain your priority position when conditions improve.

Ottawa Epoxy Floors — ottawaepoxyfloors.com — Generated May 3, 2026



Never pay more than 50 percent upfront, and avoid contractors demanding full payment before starting

work. Legitimate contractors understand that homeowners need protection against poor workmanship or project

abandonment. The remaining balance should be due upon completion and your satisfaction with the finished floor.

Get all deposit terms in writing, including refund policies if the contractor cannot complete the work as scheduled.

For your protection, pay deposits by credit card or check rather than cash, and ensure the contractor provides a

detailed written estimate showing exactly what the deposit covers. When you're ready to move forward with your

epoxy project, you can browse experienced flooring contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory

at justynrookcontracting.com to compare deposit policies and get multiple written quotes.

Q3

How much does the cost of epoxy flooring vary between neighbourhoods in
Ottawa?

Epoxy flooring costs in Ottawa are surprisingly consistent across neighbourhoods, typically varying by only

10 to 15 percent between different areas of the city. The primary cost drivers are project scope, material selection,

and floor condition rather than postal code.

Most professional epoxy contractors in Ottawa operate city-wide and maintain relatively uniform pricing structures.

A standard two-car garage epoxy coating will cost $2,000 to $7,200 whether you live in Kanata, Orleans,

Barrhaven, or downtown Ottawa. The $5 to $12 per square foot range for residential garage floors holds

consistent across the National Capital Region.

Where you might see modest price variations relates more to property characteristics common in certain areas

than neighbourhood prestige. Older homes in established areas like the Glebe, Westboro, or Sandy Hill often have

concrete floors that require more preparation work, potentially adding $2 to $5 per square foot for diamond

grinding, crack repair, or moisture mitigation. These older basements frequently have higher moisture levels due to

original construction methods, requiring additional prep work before coating application.

Conversely, newer subdivisions in Riverside South, Stittsville, or Findlay Creek typically have concrete in better

condition, allowing contractors to proceed directly to coating application. However, these areas don't necessarily

see lower overall costs because homeowners often choose premium decorative options like metallic finishes or full

flake broadcast systems.

Travel time and accessibility can create minor cost differences. Contractors based in central Ottawa might add

a small travel charge for projects in the far reaches of Cumberland or West Carleton, but this rarely exceeds $100
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to $200 on a typical garage project. Similarly, urban properties with challenging access or parking restrictions might

see slight premiums, but these are project-specific rather than neighbourhood-wide patterns.

The most significant cost variation comes from material choices and system complexity. A basic water-

based epoxy system costs $3 to $7 per square foot regardless of location, while premium polyaspartic coatings

with decorative flakes run $8 to $15 per square foot throughout Ottawa. Commercial and industrial applications in

areas like Bells Corners or the east end industrial zones follow the same $8 to $18 per square foot pricing as

similar projects elsewhere in the city.

Ottawa's extreme climate affects all neighbourhoods equally, meaning the same seasonal application windows

(April through November for unheated garages) and moisture testing requirements apply city-wide. Spring

snowmelt creates moisture challenges in Nepean basements just as it does in Gloucester or Kanata.

Your best approach is to get three written quotes from contractors who serve your area and compare based

on system specifications rather than assuming neighbourhood pricing differences. Focus your decision on

contractor experience, material quality, and warranty terms rather than location-based cost expectations.

For connecting with experienced epoxy flooring contractors throughout Ottawa, you can browse the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com with the flooring trade filter to find professionals

serving your specific area.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Epoxy Floors. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any epoxy flooring,

concrete coating, or floor resurfacing project. Information is current as of May 3, 2026 and may change. Visit

ottawaepoxyfloors.com for the latest answers.
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