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Basement Floor Coating

Epoxy and moisture-resistant coatings for basement
concrete floors, including vapour barrier systems
and decorative finishes for living spaces.

7 Expert Answers from Epoxy 1Q

ottawaepoxyfloors.com/construction-brain

Ottawa Epoxy Floors — ottawaepoxyfloors.com — Generated June 21, 2026



Table of Contents

1. Whatis the price for epoxy coating a basement utility room in Stittsville?

2. What is the best basement epoxy colour to hide dust and pet hair in Ottawa homes?

3. What is the cost difference between rolled and self-levelling basement epoxy in Ottawa?
4 s epoxy flooring safe for a basement playroom used by children in Ottawa?

5. How much does a concrete densifier add to basement epoxy prep costs in Ottawa?

6. How much does it cost to epoxy a four-hundred-square-foot rec room floor in Barrhaven?
7.

What is the total installed cost for a solid-grey basement epoxy floor in Nepean?

Ottawa Epoxy Floors — ottawaepoxyfloors.com — Generated June 21, 2026



What is the price for epoxy coating a basement utility room in Stittsville?

Epoxy coating a basement utility room in Stittsville typically costs between $6 and $14 per square foot
professionally installed, with most homeowners paying $8 to $12 per square foot for a quality system. For a
standard utility room of 100 to 200 square feet, you're looking at a total investment of $800 to $2,800 depending on

the coating system chosen and floor preparation requirements.

Basement Epoxy Considerations for Stittsville

Stittsville's clay-heavy soil and seasonal water table fluctuations create unique challenges for basement floor
coatings. Many homes in the area experience elevated moisture levels, particularly during Ottawa's intense spring
snowmelt period. Moisture testing is absolutely critical before any coating application — the concrete must have
a moisture vapour emission rate below 3 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours for most epoxy systems to
bond properly.

Water-based epoxy represents the most affordable option at $6 to $9 per square foot, suitable for utility rooms with
minimal chemical exposure and controlled moisture levels. 100% solids epoxy provides superior durability and
moisture resistance at $8 to $12 per square foot, making it the preferred choice for utility rooms housing water
heaters, furnaces, or laundry equipment. Polyaspartic coatings offer the fastest cure times and excellent moisture

tolerance at $10 to $14 per square foot.

The coating choice depends heavily on your utility room's specific conditions. Rooms with water heaters, sump
pumps, or frequent moisture exposure benefit from higher-performance systems. Areas used primarily for storage

can often use more economical water-based options.

Floor preparation typically adds $2 to $4 per square foot to the total cost. Stittsville's newer subdivisions often
have smoother concrete requiring diamond grinding for proper adhesion. Older homes may need crack repair or

spall patching before coating application.

Since utility rooms are climate-controlled spaces, application can proceed year-round in Stittsville, unlike garage
floors that require warmer weather. However, humidity control remains important — the space should maintain

relative humidity below 85% during application and initial cure.

For a project of this scope, I'd recommend getting quotes from at least three contractors to compare system
recommendations and pricing. You can browse flooring contractors familiar with Stittsville's specific conditions

through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.
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What is the best basement epoxy colour to hide dust and pet hair in Ottawa
homes?

Medium gray flake systems are your best choice for hiding dust and pet hair in Ottawa basements. A
medium gray base with multi-colored flake broadcast creates the perfect camouflage pattern that breaks up visual

lines and disguises everyday debris between cleanings.

The key is choosing a flake system rather than solid color epoxy. Full broadcast flake systems use colored vinyl
chips scattered across the wet epoxy base, then sealed with a clear topcoat. This creates a speckled,
variegated surface that naturally hides imperfections, dust accumulation, and pet hair. Popular Ottawa
combinations include "Granite" (gray base with black, white, and gray flakes), "Mocha Java" (tan base with brown

and cream flakes), or "Storm" (charcoal base with gray and white flakes).

Avoid pure white, black, or solid colors — these show every speck of dust and pet hair immediately. Light grays
and beiges also reveal dirt quickly in Ottawa's climate where winter salt and mud get tracked throughout homes.
Dark colors like navy or forest green hide dirt well but can make basement spaces feel smaller and darker, which

many Ottawa homeowners want to avoid in already-limited natural light conditions.

Medium gray with 1/4-inch flake broadcast costs $6 to $10 per square foot professionally installed in Ottawa
basements, depending on moisture conditions and surface preparation requirements. The flake adds texture for slip
resistance and visual interest while serving the practical purpose of camouflaging daily debris. A typical 600-

square-foot basement runs $3,600 to $6,000 with proper moisture testing and preparation.

Ottawa's basement moisture conditions require careful attention before any coating application. Spring
snowmelt and high water tables can push moisture vapor through concrete slabs at rates that cause coating failure.
Professional moisture testing with calcium chloride tests or relative humidity probes is essential. Many Ottawa
basements need moisture mitigation before epoxy application, which can add $2 to $4 per square foot to project
costs.

Timing matters for basement projects — while basements stay climate-controlled year-round, spring and early
summer applications allow proper curing before winter humidity peaks. The concrete must be at least 28 days old

and completely dry before coating application.

For the most practical basement floor that handles Ottawa family life, consider getting quotes from flooring
contractors who can show you actual flake samples. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at
justynrookcontracting.com lists experienced flooring contractors who understand local basement conditions and can

recommend the best color combinations for your specific space and lifestyle needs.
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What is the cost difference between rolled and self-levelling basement epoxy in
Ottawa?

Rolled epoxy and self-leveling epoxy serve different purposes for Ottawa basement floors, with rolled
systems costing significantly less but offering limited performance compared to self-leveling options that

address concrete imperfections.

Rolled epoxy systems are thin-film coatings (typically 3-8 mils thick) applied with rollers or brushes directly over
prepared concrete. These systems work well on smooth, level basement floors in good condition but cannot fill
cracks, level uneven areas, or hide surface imperfections. In Ottawa, rolled basement epoxy systems cost $6-10
per square foot professionally installed, with water-based systems at the lower end and 100% solids epoxy at the

higher end. The lower cost reflects simpler application and thinner material usage.

Self-leveling epoxy systems are much thicker (typically 1/8 to 1/4 inch) and flow to create a perfectly smooth, level
surface that can fill minor cracks and level slight variations in the concrete slab. These systems require specialized
mixing and application techniques to achieve proper flow and cure characteristics. Professional installation of self-
leveling basement epoxy in Ottawa runs $12-18 per square foot, with decorative options like metallic effects or

colored systems reaching $15-22 per square foot.

The cost difference reflects several factors beyond just material thickness. Self-leveling systems require more
precise temperature and humidity control during application, which is particularly challenging in Ottawa basements
where moisture levels fluctuate seasonally. The concrete preparation is also more critical - any contamination or
moisture issues will be magnified under a thick self-leveling system. Most self-leveling applications require moisture

testing and potentially moisture mitigation, adding $2-4 per square foot to the project cost.

Ottawa's climate creates unique considerations for both systems. Basement moisture from spring snowmelt
and high water tables can cause coating failures, making proper moisture testing essential before either application.
Self-leveling systems are more susceptible to moisture vapor transmission issues because of their thickness, often

requiring moisture-blocking primers that add to the overall cost.

For most Ottawa homeowners, rolled epoxy provides excellent value for basement floors in good condition, while
self-leveling systems make sense when the concrete has significant imperfections or when a high-end decorative
finish is desired. Get quotes for both options from contractors listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory at
justynrookcontracting.com to compare costs and determine which system best fits your basement's condition and

your performance expectations.
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Is epoxy flooring safe for a basement playroom used by children in Ottawa?

Epoxy flooring can be very safe for a basement playroom when the right system is chosen and properly
installed, making it an excellent choice for Ottawa families dealing with basement moisture and temperature
fluctuations. The key is selecting a low-VOC or zero-VOC epoxy system and ensuring complete curing before

children use the space.

Water-based epoxy systems are the safest option for children's spaces because they contain no solvents and
emit minimal odours during application and curing. These systems are specifically formulated to meet indoor air
quality standards and are commonly used in schools and daycare centres. Once fully cured (typically 5-7 days), all
epoxy systems become chemically inert and safe for direct contact. The smooth, non-porous surface actually
makes cleaning easier and more hygienic than bare concrete, which harbours dust, allergens, and moisture that

can contribute to basement air quality issues common in Ottawa homes.

For a basement playroom, expect to invest $6-10 per square foot for a professional water-based epoxy

system with appropriate moisture mitigation. A typical 300-square-foot playroom would cost $1,800-3,000 installed.
Adding decorative flake chips not only looks great but provides slip resistance for active children, adding about $1-2
per square foot. Avoid metallic or solvent-based systems in children's spaces due to stronger odours and longer off-

gassing periods.

Ottawa's basement moisture conditions require special attention before any coating application. Spring
snowmelt and high water tables can push moisture vapour through concrete slabs at rates that cause coating
failure and potentially create air quality issues. Professional moisture testing is essential - the concrete must have a
moisture vapour emission rate below 3 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours. Many Ottawa basements
require a moisture-blocking primer or vapour barrier system before the topcoat, which adds $2-4 per square foot but

prevents future problems.

Timing is crucial for basement applications in Ottawa homes. While basements maintain more stable
temperatures than garages, humidity levels spike during spring melt and summer months. The ideal application
window is late fall through early spring when basement humidity stays below 85 percent. The space must maintain

temperatures above 15°C throughout the 7-day cure period.

Before proceeding, have a professional assess your basement's moisture levels and ventilation. You can browse
experienced flooring contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to

get multiple quotes and ensure your playroom project meets both safety and durability standards for your family.
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How much does a concrete densifier add to basement epoxy prep costs in
Ottawa?

Concrete densifier typically adds $1.50 to $3.50 per square foot to basement epoxy preparation costs in
Ottawa, making it a significant but often necessary investment for long-term coating success in our challenging

climate.

Understanding Densifier in Ottawa Basements

Concrete densifier is a penetrating chemical treatment that reacts with free lime in concrete to create additional
calcium silicate hydrate, essentially hardening and densifying the surface. In Ottawa basements, this becomes
particularly important because our extreme freeze-thaw cycles and high moisture conditions create concrete that's
often softer and more porous than ideal for epoxy adhesion. Many Ottawa homes built in the 1970s and 1980s have

basement floors with lower concrete strength that benefits significantly from densification before coating.

The densifier application process involves cleaning the concrete, applying the liquid densifier with a sprayer or
roller, allowing it to penetrate for 30-60 minutes, then removing excess material and allowing 24-48 hours cure time

before proceeding with epoxy preparation. This adds both material and labor costs to your project.

Material costs for densifier run $0.75 to $1.25 per square foot in Ottawa, with professional-grade lithium silicate
densifiers at the higher end of that range. Labor for application adds another $0.75 to $2.25 per square foot,
depending on floor condition and access. A typical 800 square foot basement floor would see densifier costs of
$1,200 to $2,800 total.

When densifier becomes essential in Ottawa basements: floors that show dusting or chalking when scratched
with a coin, concrete that fails the scratch test (you can easily gouge it with a nail), floors with visible spalling or
surface deterioration from moisture, and any basement where previous coatings have failed due to poor concrete
adhesion. Spring moisture testing often reveals that Ottawa basement floors need densification to achieve the

surface hardness required for long-term epoxy success.

The timing consideration is crucial - densifier must cure completely before diamond grinding or other mechanical
preparation begins. This extends your project timeline by 2-3 days but creates a much stronger substrate for the

epoxy system.

For basement epoxy projects over 400 square feet or floors showing signs of weakness, consulting with contractors
listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory can help determine if densifier is necessary for your specific
conditions. They can perform concrete hardness testing and moisture evaluation to make the right recommendation

for Ottawa's demanding basement environment.
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How much does it cost to epoxy a four-hundred-square-foot rec room floor in
Barrhaven?

Epoxy coating a 400-square-foot rec room floor in Barrhaven will typically cost between $2,400 and $5,600
professionally installed, depending on the coating system you choose and the current condition of your concrete

floor.

For basement rec rooms in Barrhaven, water-based epoxy systems are the most popular choice, running $6 to
$8 per square foot for your 400-square-foot space. This translates to $2,400 to $3,200 total cost. Water-based
epoxy works well in climate-controlled basement environments, produces minimal odour during application, and
provides good durability for recreational use. 100% solids epoxy offers superior performance at $8 to $12 per
square foot ($3,200 to $4,800 total), creating a thicker, more chemical-resistant finish that's ideal if your rec room

sees heavy use or you want maximum longevity.

Polyaspartic coatings represent the premium option at $10 to $14 per square foot ($4,000 to $5,600 total).
Polyaspartic cures rapidly, allowing you to walk on the floor within hours and return furniture the next day. It also

provides excellent flexibility during Ottawa's temperature swings and won't yellow under artificial lighting.

Additional costs to consider include concrete preparation if your basement floor needs diamond grinding or crack
repair, which typically adds $2 to $4 per square foot. Many Barrhaven homes built in the past two decades have
relatively smooth basement floors that may require mechanical preparation for proper epoxy adhesion. Decorative
flake systems add $1 to $3 per square foot but create an attractive, slip-resistant surface that hides minor

imperfections.

Moisture testing is absolutely critical for basement applications in Barrhaven. The area's clay soils and seasonal
water table fluctuations can push moisture vapour through concrete slabs, potentially causing coating failure.
Professional contractors should perform calcium chloride or relative humidity testing before application, ensuring

moisture vapour emission rates stay below 3 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours.

Unlike garage applications, basement rec room epoxy can be applied year-round since the space maintains
consistent temperature and humidity. However, proper ventilation during application and curing remains important,

even with low-odour water-based systems.

Get quotes from at least three contractors to compare pricing and system recommendations. Each contractor
should assess your specific floor conditions and moisture levels before providing a firm quote. You can browse
experienced flooring contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to

find professionals familiar with Barrhaven basement conditions and local building practices.
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What is the total installed cost for a solid-grey basement epoxy floor in Nepean?

A solid grey epoxy basement floor in Nepean typically costs between $6 and $14 per square foot installed,
meaning a 500 square foot basement would run $3,000 to $7,000 total. The wide price range reflects the
coating system chosen, basement moisture conditions, and required preparation work that's particularly important
in Ottawa's challenging climate.

For basement applications in Nepean, 100% solids epoxy in solid grey runs $8 to $12 per square foot installed
and provides the most durable finish. This system creates a thick, chemical-resistant coating that handles Ottawa's
moisture fluctuations well. Water-based epoxy costs $6 to $9 per square foot and works for lighter-duty
basements with good moisture control, though it produces a thinner film that may not hold up as well to Ottawa's

humidity cycles.

Moisture testing and mitigation significantly impact total project cost. Ottawa's clay soil, high water table, and
spring snowmelt push moisture vapor through basement slabs at rates that can destroy epoxy coatings.
Contractors must perform calcium chloride or relative humidity testing before application - moisture vapor emission
rates above 3 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours require mitigation. Moisture barrier primers or vapor-
blocking systems add $2 to $4 per square foot to the base coating cost.

Surface preparation typically adds $2 to $5 per square foot depending on your basement's condition. Most
Nepean basements need diamond grinding to create proper surface profile for epoxy adhesion, plus crack filling
and spall repair from freeze-thaw damage. Concrete must be completely clean and profiled to CSP-2 or CSP-3
standards.

Timing and Permits

Basement epoxy can be applied year-round since the space is climate-controlled, unlike garage applications that
require warmer weather. No building permit is required for coating existing basement floors in residential

applications.

Get quotes from at least three contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare
pricing and approaches. Basement moisture conditions vary significantly even within Nepean neighborhoods, so

on-site assessment is essential for accurate pricing and system selection.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Epoxy Floors. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any epoxy flooring,
concrete coating, or floor resurfacing project. Information is current as of June 21, 2026 and may change. Visit
ottawaepoxyfloors.com for the latest answers.
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